                              HISTORICAL WOOD AVAILABLE 
 FOUNDING FATHERS, PRESIDENTS,  & PATRIOTS;

George Washington  -  Fredericksburg 

“Americas Historic Horse-Chestnut Tree”

 Horse-Chestnut  1780’s; 

  The last of thirteen Horse-Chestnut trees planted by GW on Faquier St. in Fredericksbug Virginia.

 These trees were planted by George Washington to represent the thirteen colonies at the time, and to provide shade for his sister Betty, and his mother Mary, as they walked to and from each other’s home’s a short distance away.

Turning/ sculpting stock, limited  dimensional lumber.  beautiful color variation and curl figure, some with heavy bug trails, some without. 

________________________________________________________________________

George Washington’s  Mount Vernon Estate
White Mulberry planted by George Washington February 25th, 1785. 

 George Washington writes in his diary that he planted five White Mulberry trees along the serpentine walk around the bowling green on the 25th of February, 1785. Due to severe rot in the center of the tree, an accurate ring count could not be given. However, there is no doubt that this is one of the Mulberry trees that Washington planted.
   Mostly fairly plain grain stock and a small amount of highly figured burl. Turning/ sculpting stock and dimensional lumber for small projects.
________________________________________________________________________
Walnut 1850’s

This 150 year old tree had to be removed from the site of George Washington’s whiskey distillery, which stood behind his grist mill.  Archaeologists uncovered the original foundation,  and Mount Vernon has since rebuilt the distillery and are now making whiskey using Washington’s recipe to produce small batches for the first time in over 200 years.  

Turning/sculpting stock, limited dimensional lumber 4/4 and 5/4,   8/4 and 10/4  flitch’s  32-35” wide x 9’ long.  5 straight grain, 4 crotch slabs

________________________________________________________________________

Cedar of Lebanon 1899

A few branch sections from a Cedar of Lebanon tree planted at Washington's tomb on December 15th, 1899 by members of the Mount Vernon Ladies Association the day after the centennial commemoration of Washington's death. The event was organized and led by the Masonic Order of the state of Colorado and was attended by Freemasons from across the country. President William McKinley addressed the crowd from the piazza.
Turning/sculpting and lumber for small projects.
 _______________________________________________________________________
White Oak 1783, 1771

A few branches from two different Washington era Oak trees. One White Oak and one Chestnut Oak Planted no later than 1783 and 1771 respectively. This data comes The Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, Oxfordshire, UK.  A painting of the east front of the mansion attributed to Edward Savage c1792, shows the two mature trees leaving no doubt that these are the same trees that exist today.
Turning/sculpting and lumber for small projects.
_______________________________________________________________________

Pecan 1850’s
One of the two massive pecans that grew off  the SE corner of the mansion. This  150 yr old tree was severely damaged by hurricane Isabel  in 2003, and had to be removed. 

Turning/sculpting stock any size, some with nice figure and dimensional lumber
________________________________________________________________________

 Ash  (age unknown)

This ash tree was a replacement for an original ash that grew on the bowling green in front of the mansion. It was rotted in the center, so a precise  ring count was not possible, and the staff had no record of when it was planted. I counted 75 rings up to rotted center, which was approximately 1/4 of the circumference. 

Turning/sculpting stock and a few 8/4 and10/4 x20” x5’ flitch’s , some curly, limited dimensional lumber

________________________________________________________________________

Sycamore (age unknown)

This tree grew directly in front of GW’s grist mill. It was 6 1/2 feet in diameter at breast height,  and may have been planted by George himself. A plaque next to the tree with a drawing and text, shows, and describes, George tying his horse to this tree when he arrives at the mill to speak to his employee, the mill operator.  The Sycamore had to be removed in 2001 due to safety concerns, as it was hollow from the ground up to about fifty feet high, and had been filled with lightweight concrete to stabilize it many years prior to its removal. 

Very limited amount of turning/ sculpting stock and dimensional lumber. 

_______________________________________________________________________

MT. VERNON FIELD TREES

The following trees were reclaimed from various locations on the grounds of Mt. Vernon. They were removed in order to build the new visitors/educational center,  and  some are from storm damage.

  Turning/sculpting stock,  various sizes and figure.  Some kiln dried dimensional lumber and a few highly figured, natural edge cherry crotch flitches 6/4-10/4 ,  

Cherry, Walnut, English Oak, Red Oak, Zelkova, Saphora Japonica, Ash. Mulberry, 

_______________________________________________________________________

Thomas Jefferson  -  Monticello

“Americas Millennium Landmark Tree”

Tulip Poplar ( 1850’s)

This tree is believed to have been planted by Jefferson himself off the SW corner of his home Monticello.. Hollow for many years, it finally died in 2008 this and was removed in June.
 In his Weather Memorandum Book on April 16, 1807, Jefferson noted planting "1. Laurodendron in margin of SW [shrub circle] from the nursery." This is the exact spot that this  poplar tree was growing. The Thomas Jefferson Foundation believed that this was enough  evidence to consider, and promote this tree as the only one on the property that was definitely original and planted by Jefferson
Turning/sculpting stock, any size, intense curl figure and color.  Random width and length 4/4, 5/4, 6/4, and 8/4 dimensional lumber, several natural edge highly figured flitches.

MONTICELLO FIELD TREES

These are trees were reclaimed from the grounds of Monticello they have been removed for various reasons. None of these are Jefferson era.
American Elm, Royal Paulownia, Red Cedar 

 Turning/sculpting stock,  various sizes and figure  some kiln dried dimensional lumber. 

________________________________________________________________________

James Madison   Montpelier

Cedar of Lebanon  (1824)

This tree was knocked down by an ice storm in the winter of 1995. It is one of the four Cedars of Lebanon that Madison planted at  his home, Montpelier. These trees were believed to have been gifts from France, delivered to Madison by Marquis De Lafayette, during a visit to Montpelier in 1824.  A cross section of the tree was dated to approximately 1822. by a wood scientist at Virginia Tech.  This tells us that it was growing at least 15 years prior to Madison’s death in 1836.

 Limited amount of turning/sculpting stock.  3-  discs cut from a branch approx. 12” round x5”  thick,   1- 3x8x48”, 1- 3x3x48”, Dimensional lumber 4/4,5/4 x various width’s and length’s

________________________________________________________________________

James Monroe  Ash Lawn-Highland

White Oak ( 300-400 yrs old) 

This massive oak tree (7’ diameter) was growing well before Monroe built his home Ash Lawn-Highland, and is still living and healthy.  We have removed one of the lower branches that was in decline. 

Limited turning/sculpting stock, limited 4/4 and 5/4 dimensional lumber.

English  Boxwood (Planted well over a century ago) 

 Limited size and quantity, some with burl and black stain. 

White Ash (age unknown)

Turning/ sculpting stock. Limited size and quantity at this time.
________________________________________________________________________

Patrick Henry   Red Hill Plantation

Osage Orange  (336 years old)

This is the national champion osage orange tree. In 2003, a dendochronologist  from Virginia Tech determined this tree to be at least 330 years old, making it the oldest and largest osage in the country. The tree is still alive and well. We have a very limited amount of 3-4” branch material that was removed due to storm damage. 

Small turning/sculpture stock, some with bug trails.

American boxwood (1830)

Patrick Henry’s granddaughter, Elvira Henry, planted this boxwood garden  in 1830, to copy her grandfather’s garden at Union Hill in Nelson county. 

Red Cedar (1830 - 1860)

Two red cedars are from the John and Elvira Henry era (1830-1860’s) 

We have a very limited amount of  small turning/sculpture stock from these trees. 

_______________________________________________________________________ AMERICA’S CIVIL WAR
   The Ellwood Catalpa  Witness Tree, Ellwood Plantation, Wilderness battlefield, Virginia (approximately 170 yrs old)
This tree witnessed many things during its long life. Within a year’s span two flags flew over the house: the Confederate Hospital flag and the blue swallowtail flag of the U.S. Army of the Potomac’s Fifth Corps. In 1863, it served as a Confederate recovery hospital for six months following the Battle of Chancellorsville. The family cemetery became the burial site for General Thomas J. "Stonewall" Jackson’s amputated left arm. One year later Union General Gouverneur K. Warren set up his headquarters in the parlor there. Generals Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S. Grant were at the house in 1863 and 1864, respectively.
 Ellwood, a circa 1790 home located in the western portion of the Wilderness Battlefield, is significant to the nation because of the role the house and grounds played during the Civil War.
William Jones, the builder of Ellwood, was a very social man and opened his home to America’s founding fathers. He hosted James Madison, James Monroe, “Light Horse” Harry Lee and the Marquis de Lafayette, all of whom arrived for a meal or a several-night stay via the carriage entrance. The Catalpa stood next to this access road. Equidistant from Fredericksburg, Orange and Culpeper, Ellwood was the perfect layover for those traveling by private coach.

Turning/sculpture stock any size, some with nice curl figure.

________________________________________________________________

1854 RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER CRIB DAM

Old growth white and red oak was used for the face of the dam. Yellow pine was used for the framing.  

This wooden dam was built to divert water  from the river into a canal and millrace system that runs through Fredericksburg, providing a way for merchants to move goods and harness the power of the river  to operate various mills.  During the civil war, the pool of water above the dam was an impediment to the union army  during the battle of Fredericksburg,  as they headed south to take Richmond. There are accounts of fraternization and unofficial truces between the north and south soldiers as well.

Turning/sculpture stock in various sizes, limited dimensional lumber, and some raw planks with original saw marks. Also have numerous wrought iron spikes and large nails used to secure the oak facing of the dam to the pine frame.

The oak is  light grey to jet black from absorbing the minerals from the river.

