Civil war woods:


Ellwood Catalpa: 
The venerable Ellwood Catalpa was a giant of a tree, both in size and in what it witnessed over the last 170 years or so. Although never formally dated, the tree is believed to have been planted in the early to mid-ninteenth century on the lawn of Ellwood. Ellwood overlooked the Wilderness Run valley of Spotsylvania and Orange Counties, Virginia. It watched the building of the house and the daily and seasonal rhythms of plantation life. 

William Jones, the builder of Ellwood, was a very social man and opened his home to America’s founding fathers. He hosted James Madison, James Monroe, “Light Horse” Harry Lee and the Marquis de Lafayette, all of whom arrived for a meal or a several-night stay via the carriage entrance. The Catalpa stood next to this access road. Equidistant from Fredericksburg, Orange and Culpeper, Ellwood was the perfect layover for those traveling by private coach. 
[image: http://www.historicalwoods.com/storage/thumbnails/5188705-5056211-thumbnail.jpg?__SQUARESPACE_CACHEVERSION=1260750447115]Ellwood Catalpa Tree blown over in storm
In the 1860’s the tree witnessed visitors of a different nature. On the morning of May 3rd, 1863, it watched the Reverend Tucker Lacy sadly convey the amputated arm of General “Stonewall” Jackson to the Ellwood family cemetery for burial. War had arrived. From May until November of 1863, doctors treated wounded Confederate soldiers at the house following the Battle of Chancellorsville. The Catalpa heard the moans and saw the men being transferred, interred, or visited by family and friends. General Robert E. Lee was one of those visitors. A year later Ellwood became Union headquarters during the Battle of the Wilderness. Occupied by 5th Corps General Gouverneur Warren and 9th Corps General Ambrose Burnside, the grounds teemed with men, wagons, and animals of the headquarters support system. The Catalpa provided shade, too, for none less than General Ulysses Grant.



1854 Rappahannock River Crib Dam Oak and Pine: Fredericksburg, Virginia

Excerpt from case study performed by Cultural Resources Inc., Fredericksburg VA
The Crib Dam and the Civil War 

While the Civil War era sketches from Union soldiers and media provide details of what the crib dam and canal looked like, it was also mentioned in the Official Records and letters of the period.  The dam, its reservoir, and canal were an impediment to the Union Army quartered on the north side of the river with the Confederate Army entrenched on the south side.  The dam was a prominent landmark just in front of the extreme left flank of the main Confederate defensive line during the December 1862 Battle of Fredericksburg (Figure 14, 15).  Breck’s Island shown on the map was also known as Winchester, Breck’s, Hunters and finally Lauck’s Island during different  historical periods.  Union Colonel Charles Wainwright thought that the river could be forded near the dam and that a stone causeway could be raised to within a couple of feet of the surface.  He also suggested crossing the dam because the water was only six inches deep and wide enough to push a narrow column across.  As a result, the chief engineer of the Army of the Potomac requested a study be made in December 1862 of the stone dam a mile above Falmouth across the Rappahannock and “see if it is possible to drain the pond above either by digging around the end of the dam on our side, digging through the dam, or damming it up while [the] enemy hold the other bank.” 1

During the 1863, Chancellorsville Campaign, the upper canal and the Union ignorance of the Fredericksburg geography combined to stop an attack by Union General John Gibbon’s troops during the battle on May 3, 1863.  Although the Union leaders had been warned of a “deep trench or canal [that] ran around the town, between it and the hills, which would prove a serious obstacle to the passage of troops,” that vital piece of information was ignored and Gibbon and his forces were sent in.  They crossed the lower canal, but the Confederates forces destroyed the only bridge that spanned the upper canal.  

The canal was about 30’ wide, about 6’ deep, and in the Confederate field of fire.  With no way to cross the canal, Gibbon’s forces were stymied.2
The dam was also the scene of North-South fraternization and unofficial truces that occurred on the Rappahannock River in 1862-63.  In mid-April 1863, several southern soldiers “were up to their necks seining for fish” just below the dam.  One Union soldier recounted the banter hollered across the dam.  During the exchange, the Union soldier said he had come to help take Richmond.  The rebel replied that we would have a tough time doing that, and that “we would have a Hill to climb, a Longstreet to travel and a Stonewall to batter down…”3





Rose Hill / Gaymont: Port Royal, Virginia
 Headquarters to Jeb Stuart, Gen. Abercrombie, and the gallant Major Pelham during the battle of Fredericksburg

 European Boxwood planted in 1840,burl figured and non figured,  and highly figured Hackberry planted in 1840 scroll to page 361 and 362 for info.

http://books.google.com/books?id=xxVhymOH3usC&pg=PA359&lpg=PA359&dq=rose+hill+gaymont&source=bl&ots=qwSHWN_2Cm&sig=wRAi9B3qErP2P3o8KjF83wbArI0&hl=en&ei=c-BWTr2-J7SlsQKu5LCfDA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&sqi=2&ved=0CBYQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false






Tyler House now named Blenhiem, Caroline County Virginia:
White oak and yellow pine. 

Headquarters to union Generals Ulysses Grant, Ambrose Burnside and Major General Meade May 22nd -24th  1864, while on their way to take Richmond.

We have pine porch railings, balustrades, box posts,  window sills, and flooring.  Then we have white oak floor joists. All material from this house was there during this time period. The porches were added to the house in 1830. The oak floor joists are from the original house structure. Building of the house started in 1706 and was completed in 1726. 

Grant writes in his memoirs about sitting on the porch of this house with Burnside and Meade talking with the ladies of the house and reading aloud a dispatch that he received from Washington DC regarding Lee’s movement south west of his position. More information is forthcoming. 
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